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I n  response �o re�erences 

per area in recent Nessletters, 

lives in Caerwys � Wales, a nd is 

abou� fish coun�s, populations a nd weights 

I r··ec:e i '..il:::·d .�i. 1�::·1: .. t.er·· f·r··()f!'t !··L�.:=< C:()'•l.:::·nt.r··l:::l .. !'·i.:�.:=·.: 

a keen a ngler who has on a nd off over the 

years fished for pike in Lake Bala, North Wales .. While he does not 

t.o t.he E:.:l.l.:'. 
1 :i. ke·n::::. it. 

ff1 i l E· '··-' i de 

mons�er reports � he does say i� is a very i nteresti ng lake and 
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very steep underwater si des � a relatively fla� bottom 
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1-=:t.r··�e nu.mbet"·�. o·f salmon us�d to swim up into 8ala� 15/20 years ago it was 
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reduced la�ely. Sea �ro ut also migra�e into �he lake and 
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there are brown t� out� pike� perch, eels and other coarse fish as well as 

�he unique gwyn i ad " Which is a �ype o� �reshwater white�ish which �eecls on 
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glacial lakes including Max believes� Loch Ness . When Pike fis hin g he 
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20 �o 30 �eet co n�our trailing �he baits behind� similar �o anglers 
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down in �wen�y fee� of water . He says �hat while the sides are steep, in 
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although �he wa�er seems clear i� is not easy to see the bottom in more 
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forever ge�� ing cau.gh� o n  �he bottom or fishing f'if�een �eet dow n in much 
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basic set which simply had a red ligh� o n  a di�l indicati ng �he dep�h. 
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which has proved to be a revelation. There is a moving graphic display 
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bleeps when it thinks it has see n a fish" Max says tha� doub�less some of 

these �f i sh� are parts of logs stuck in the bo�tom or sticks e�c, but he 

is sure that mos� really are fish" He makes �he poin� that there are very 
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�he numbers near the bo�tom . He sugges�s a ra�io of about 1:25� mid/upper: 
bot�ornq He thi nks that is not surprising as small fish find i nsec� ar� 
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rela�iv�ly marginal condit1ons, per�aps less �han 50 fee� deep (maybe 

less in Loch Ness with limited ligh� pena�ra�ion) but agains� that �he eel 

population Will be almo st 100% bottom dwelling and �or most of the year 
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c:ou. n-:-.. 11 it. seems �o him there�ore that figures in �he order o� 3 to 4 kg 
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any�hing like a to�al fish weight this �igure would need to be multiplied 

b '::.4 t,..tl· .. , -3. t. �=· '•/ er-· 
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the propor�ional figur� is" He has already sugges�ed earlier 
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more realis�ic to h i m , tha n 30 to n nes. 

I men�ioned i n  the Nessletters tha� perhaps �he salmon tend to swim 

rou nd �he margins, which would prec l ude man� from the open water figures. 
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catch of these in the River Ness as, 1992: 404� 1993: 356" He says i� is 
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�he� swim ups�reamn Not least because of course �hey do not �eed i n  
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river , conditions etc, the �igures may well be as low as one salmon caugh� 

for every 100 �hat pass upstream. Even if the figure is o ne caugh� �o 50 
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those c�u9ht! as 5K9 which seems about ri9htn We finish with 
400 salmon cau9ht 
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1s a true storYn I �ondEr how� �fter s0ventY Ye�rs such facts could 

would have been KePt. 
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